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JAMES BOISSEAU. 

By Sterling Boisseau. 

James Boisseau, the subject of this sketch was born in Peters- 
burg, Va., June 10th 1822, his father, James Boisseau died when 
he was two years of age, and his mother when he was just five. 
He made Dinwiddie County his home at an early age, living at 
"Flat Rock" with his maiden aunt Sally Boisseau whose estate he 
managed when he grew up. 

He entered William and Mary College in 1839 from which place 
he graduated in 1842 in which year the A. B. degree was conferred 
on him. Returning to Dinwiddie he taught school and bought 
"Cedar Lane" just south of the Five Forks where he farmed and 
prepared himself to enter the University of Virginia to take the 
law course from which he graduated in 1851 (The University Cata- 
logue erroneously has him as M. D.) He soon built up a large 
practice and had charge of the affairs of many large estates. Poli- 
tics seem also to have entered largely into his life, for he was 
elected to the following offices: 

Commissioner of the Revenue, 1848-49 and '50; Common- 
wealth attorney 1852-53-54-55 and '56; Justice of the Peace, and 
Presiding Justice in 1860; there were no County Judges in those 
days, a bench of Justices having about the same jurisdiction; 
Member of the Legislature in 1857-58 and member of the famous 
Secessionist Convention in 1861. Was elected as the first County 
Judge in 1870 which position he held to the time of his death. 
Was a corporal in the Confederate army in Capt. Epes, (B. J.) 
Company of which Dr. J. P. Gilliam was first lieutenant, after- 
wards Captain; he was captured a short time before the surrender 
of Lee, was in the battles of Drewry's Bluff, Howlett's and other 
places. The roster of his company was also captured, and there is 
no record of it in the state's archives except a list made from the 
memory of some of its members, the records, however, are in 
Washington. 

In his younger days he was familiarly called "Jimmy Straight," 
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being very erect in stature, but not more so than in character. This 
name might also have been applied to him to distinguish from 
Dr. James P. Boisseau, and James W. Boisseau, also of Dinwiddie. 

He was a son of James Boisseau, a merchant of Petersburg, 
and Jane Inglish Turner, his wife, the latter is buried in Bland- 
ford Cemetery Petersburg near the old church on whose tomb- 
stone appears James Boisseau 1780-1824, "An honest man is the 
noblest work of God." He was also a grandson of John Boisseau, 
and as the name indicates, was of French Huguenot extraction, the 
family having been refugees to the American Colonies after the 
revocation of the Edict of Nantes. The name has been prominently 
identified with Bristol Parish, and Blandford Church, Eev. James 
Boisseau having been a minister of the church of England in the 
Virginia Colony in 1687, and some years preceding and succeeding 
that time. 

Judge Boisseau married Martha Elizabeth Cousins, daughter 
of Capt. William Henry Cousins (of the war of 1812) of Din- 
widdie Feby 29th 1860, four children having reached maturity, 
Sterling, Ada Cousins, Emma Robinson, and Preston. He died 
Nov. 2'9th 1872, and is buried at Cedar Lane, in Dinwiddie. 



GENEALOGICAL QUERIES. 

Park Family. — Who were the parents of John Park of Hamp- 
shire County, near Capon Bridge. He received a deed from Lord 
Fairfax Aug. 18, 1762. His will is dated Apr. 20, 1816. Where 
did he come from to Virginia, or from what part of Virginia to 
settle in Hampshire Co. — Mrs. Jennie Park Latta, 4412 Univer- 
sity Ave., Des Moines, Iowa, 



The Editors are in receipt of a query in regard to William 
Preston who moved from Virginia to Crab Orchard, Kentucky. 
No name is attached to the query, and the letter accompanying it, 
if sent, has not been found: Will the writer please communicate 
with the Editors. 



